
Fields in Trust Scotland is the only charity which operates 
throughout Scotland to safeguard playing fields, recreation 
grounds and parks. We legally protect individual spaces as well 
as campaigning for better statutory protection for all kinds of 
outdoor sites. We also produce guidance on the provision of 
outdoor sport and play spaces. 

Founded in 1925 by King George V, our mission is the same now 
and as it was then: to ensure that everyone – young or old, able-
bodied or disabled and wherever they live – should have access 
to free, local outdoor space for sport, play and recreation.

Our recent survey shows nearly one in five people (16%) 
say that their local park or green space is currently, or has 

previously been, under threat of being lost or built on. People 
often assume that their local park will always be there but this 
isn’t necessarily the case. We seek long term protection for 
these important community places, and we work hard at a 
national level to ensure the value of protected outdoor spaces 
is recognised by UK policymakers.

“Ensuring people are more active and live longer, healthier lives 
are key priorities for Scottish Government. The work of Fields 
in Trust - protecting and improving the places where people get 
outdoors to play sport and relax - is a vital element of delivering 
these priorities.” 
Jamie Hepburn MSP, former Scottish Minister for Sport, Health 
Improvement and Mental Health

PROTECTION
Planning policy can be an effective way of protecting outdoor 
spaces but at both a local and national level these policies are 
subject to change. This means that a long term guarantee of 
future access to vital green spaces can be difficult to deliver. 
Pressure for development of urban open space, or open space 
on the urban fringe or in the countryside has never been greater. 

We protect land through a Minute of Agreement. It’s a robust 
yet flexible way to do it. The Minutes are a legally binding 
document which means each field is protected for future 
generations to enjoy. We work in partnership with landowners 
including sports clubs, private individuals and local authorities 
to achieve this protection.

The process for a recreational landowner to protect a site under 
a Fields in Trust Minute of Agreement  is straightforward and, 
in the simplest cases, can be completed with minimal time and 
expense. The  team at Fields in Trust works with the landowner 
and  undertakes most of the necessary work to complete the 
protection.

Glasgow City Council has dedicated much of the public 
space in the city as Fields in Trust protected recreational 
space. Amongst the 27 protected sites is the world famous 
Glasgow Green, which lays claim to the title of the UK’s 
oldest “public park” dating to 1450 when Bishop Turnbull 
gifted land to the people for common grazing land.

Glasgow Green’s historical, cultural and political associations 
are unequalled. It is the place where James Watt conceived 
the idea of the steam condenser launching the Industrial 
Revolution. It is associated with social movements including 
Trade Unionism and the Suffragettes. It is connected with 
the birth of Celtic and Rangers Football Clubs and was 
the site of the first golf course in the City. It has hosted 
theatre, fairs, festivals and more recently Commonwealth 
Games events, marathons, concerts, fireworks displays and 
children’s play-days.
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FIELDS IN TRUST’S WORK

• Safeguarding sites for future generations to enjoy: our 
core activity; we have extensive experience of working 
with landowners, from local authorities to sports clubs, to 
protect spaces for future generations.

• Supporting protected sites: we believe Fields in Trust sites 
should be the best they can be and we have distributed 
funding for improvements on a number of sites across 
Scotland. 

• Engaging communities: we want to see people enjoying 
and valuing their local Fields in Trust sites. Last year under 
our Have a Field Day community engagement programme 
350 events were attended by 70,000 people on the sites 
we protect, generating a positive impact on the wider 
community; 72% reported trying a new activity that they 
might now continue.

FIELDS IN TRUST’S HISTORY

Since our foundation as the National Playing Fields Association 
in 1925 we have been protecting and improving outdoor space, 
our history is marked by key protection programmes:

• King George V Playing Fields: protected in tribute to our 
founder King George V.

• Queen Elizabeth Fields: protected in celebration of the 
2012 Diamond Jubilee, the London Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games.

• Centenary Fields: our current programme, delivered 
with Poppy Scotland and Legion Scotland to permanently 
protect recreational spaces connected to World War I as a 
living act of remembrance to those who lost their lives in 
conflict while also providing places for our children to enjoy 
now and in the future.

PROTECTED SITES

Fields in Trust protect in perpetuity 254 
sites across Scotland, including:

• 89 King George V Playing Fields
• 138 Queen Elizabeth Fields
• 7 Centenary Fields
• 3 Millennium Fields
• 13 FIT protected sites
• 2 Covenanted sites
• 2 Carnegie/NPFA sites

To find out if your local park, playing field 
or green space is safe, visit the Fields in 
Trust website: www.fieldsintrust.org

GET IN TOUCH

The Fields in Trust Scotland Manager is 
Colin Rennie who can be contacted by 
any of the below means:

t: 01382 817427
m: 07852 938740
e: colin.rennie@fieldsintrust.org

Fields in Trust Scotland is based in Dundee 
and you can write to us at:
Dewar House,
Staffa Place,
Dundee,
DD2 3SX

MacRosty Park, Perth and Kinross


