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Welcome from our Chief Executive
Last year was an important year for
parks and green spaces.
Our primary research on Centenary
Park in Rugby demonstrated the
value parks and green spaces bring
to people’s lives. Data from the
Heritage Lottery Fund’s State of UK’s
Parks reported the stark figure that
50% of all local authorities have
sold or transferred management of
parks and green spaces in the last
three years. So we welcomed the
announcement of a Parliamentary
Inquiry into the future of these vital
community spaces and actively
contributed to it.
During the year we were pleased to
continue with our work to protect
parks and green spaces both
through our ongoing Fields in Trust
protection projects and through
our World War I commemorative
programme, Centenary Fields.
Along with our programme
partners, The Royal British Legion,
we were delighted to welcome
our President, HRH The Duke of
Cambridge to dedicate Kensington
Memorial Park as a Centenary Field
during Remembrance Week.
Supporting the parks and green
spaces we protect in perpetuity
is an important strand of our
work to help ensure these spaces
are used and loved by their local
communities. Our dedicated team
of Development Managers are
always on hand to offer advice

on field management; signpost
opportunities for financial support
and help sites improve their facilities.
Parks and green spaces are made
meaningful through their use and
we are delighted by the number of
organisations and individuals who
continue to support Have a Field
Day in their local communities.
In the forthcoming year will see the
introduction of some exciting new
programmes to help increase the
activation of these spaces.
Actively and vocally championing
the role of parks and green spaces
both through our own research and
the work of other organisations and
institutions is important. We want
to ensure the future of these spaces
and we are committed to growing
this area of activity.
The work of Fields in Trust is made
possible by the support of our many
partners and generous funders and
we are enormously grateful to each
of them. In 2016 we recognised the
changing landscape and challenges
faced by parks and green spaces,
so we began to develop a new
organisational strategy to guide us
into the future. We look forward to
sharing this with you and thank you
again for your ongoing support.

Helen Griffiths
Chief Executive
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Rouken Glen Park in East
Renfrewshire was named the
UK’s Best Park, as voted by YOU!
2016 after a search by Fields
in Trust to find the country’s
favourite local green space.

Lordship Recreation Ground in
Tottenham, is a well-used green
oasis serving the community of
this densely populated area of
North London.
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Fields in Trust President, HRH The
Duke of Cambridge planting poppy
seeds with local schoolchildren at
the dedication event which saw
Kensington Memorial Park protected
as a Centenary Field.

Jubilee Recreation Ground in Chorley
was rededicated as a historic Carnegie
Field and is now safeguarded as
community recreational space, forever.
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The core of Fields in Trust’s work is to protect individual, playing
fields and playgrounds forever, via a legal “Deed of Dedication”.

Protect
We work with landowners
to protect these spaces in
perpetuity guaranteeing
communities access to
recreational green space
both now and in the future.
Our team of Development
Managers and Legal Officers
deliver this core activity
in partnership with local
authorities and other
landowners.

During 2016 we:
> Marked the halfway point of
the Centenary Fields programme.
Our President, HRH The Duke of
Cambridge, formally dedicated
Kensington Memorial Park as
a Centenary Field as part of his
activity to mark Remembrance Day.
Our Centenary Fields programme is
being delivered in partnership with
The Royal British Legion, Legion
Scotland and Poppy Scotland;
protecting in perpetuity sites which
recognise the sacrifices of those
who served or lost their lives in
World War I.
> Celebrated the protection of
27 Queen Elizabeth Fields across
Glasgow. Some are well-known
parks in the city including Cathkin
Braes, Rosshall Park and Glasgow
Green but the project also includes
lesser known neighbourhood
based playing fields and recreation
grounds. The Queen Elizabeth II
Fields Challenge, was Fields in Trust’s
flagship UK-wide programme to
protect outdoor recreation spaces in
celebration of the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee, London Olympics and
Paralympic Games and closed with
the Glasgow Commonwealth Games.

> Protected new Centenary Fields
with unveiling and dedication
events to mark the centenary
of the Battle of the Somme and
other historical anniversaries at
sites including: Weston Park in
Sheffield, Bentra Golf Course in
Antrim, (the first Centenary Field
in Northern Ireland), the historic
Bellvue Park in Wrexham and
the brand new Cumbernauld
Community Memorial Peace
Garden in North Lanarkshire.

> Developed several new plans for
protection including an agreement
with the Heritage Lottery Fund to
signpost landowners of parks in
receipt of grant funding to Fields
in Trust protection, a proposal
to protect school playing fields
following a review of our charitable
objectives and a new protection
scheme with a major funder due to
launch in the early summer of 2017.

> Re-dedicated two historic Carnegie
Fields - Harpenden Recreation
Ground in Hertfordshire and Jubilee
Park in Adlington, Lancashire.
Fields in Trust
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I have very special memories of this
glorious park. I vividly remember
playing on the slide as a child and
now the facilities are fantastic for
the next generation to stretch their
legs and get active.

Olympic rowing champion Pete Reed who returned to his
childhood park, King George V Playing Fields, in Nailsworth
Gloucestershire, after winning his third successive gold
medal at the Rio Olympics.

Thanks to a County Fund grant from Fields in Trust, Kay Park
in Kilmarnock, East Ayrshire was the first site in Scotland to
introduce an Expression Swing. This new intergenerational
play equipment allows children and adults, or older siblings,
to swing together, face-to-face. Protection and regeneration
of facilities can help to catalyse community activity.
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Fields in Trust has ongoing stewardship responsibilities to over
2,600 protected sites across the UK.

Support
Alongside practical advice
and assistance to landowners
of protected sites, we also
recognise the important
role the charity can play in
providing support to the
general public on issues
relating to parks, playing
fields and playgrounds.
Through our in-house Legal
Officers and Development
Managers we aim to provide
resources and support to
outdoor recreational sites
across the UK.

During 2016 we:
> Awarded two grants, of £45,000
each, King GeorgeV Playing Fields in
Copthorne, Surrey and Nailsworth
in Gloucestershire. The grants were
awarded to mark Fields in Trust’s
90th anniversary and were put to
good use by the two sites; both
showcased their improved sites
with community celebrations.
> Published Welsh and Scottish
versions of Guidance for Outdoor
Sport and Play: Beyond the Six Acre
Standard. The Welsh and Scottish
guidance were completed with
Forewords from Dame Tanni GreyThompson and Liz McColgan-Nuttall
MBE respectively.

> Supported the improvement of
40 sites through distribution of
£86,000 of funding from the Fields
in Trust County Fund assisting
communities to improve their
spaces with projects as diverse as
cricket nets, replacement paths and
interpretive signage.
> Provided the public with advice
and support on issues relating to
playing fields. Almost 600 general
enquiries from the public were
fielded by the Development
Managers and legal team.
> Initiated an audit of our estate
data, to update information from
protected spaces and ensure
appropriate signage is displayed.
> Reviewed our Scottish legal
agreement, ensuring it is robust
and fit for purpose.
> Received and approved at least
one Field Change Request each
week, for acceptable changes to
recreational spaces.
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Impact Report 2016

7

Across the UK parks and playing
fields enable local communities
to participate in physical activity,
sport and play.

Rouken Glen Park in East Renfrewshire was voted UK’s Best Park
2016. The award was presented at Lord’s Cricket Ground by TV sports
broadcaster Jill Douglas and former international footballer and
Trustee of Fields in Trust, Graeme Le Saux.

Fields in Trust Awards 2016 ✴ THE WINNERS ✴
UK’s Best Park, as voted by YOU!

Rouken Glen Park, East Renfrewshire

Community Champion
Julie Norman

Young Champion (supported by Groundwork)
Toni Dixon

Getting Active on a Fields in Trust Site
Brynmill Park, Swansea

Best Have a Field Day on a Fields in Trust Site

King George V Playing Field, Barford

Best Play Initiative

Maesteg Park, Swansea

Best Athletics Project on a Fields in Trust Site

(supported by England Athletics and parkrun)
East Harling Recreation Ground, Norfolk

Most Improved Fields in Trust Site
Centenary Park, Rugby

Partner of the Year - Local Authority
Glasgow City Council

Partner of the Year - ‘Friends of’ Group

East Williamston Community and Hall Association
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Organised sport, informal play and community volunteering are
just some of the many ways parks, playing fields and playgrounds
improve our physical, mental and social health and well being.

Activate
Our Development Managers
and communications
team assist landowners,
community groups and
partner organisations to
deliver increased activities
on their protected parks and
playing fields.

During 2016 we:
> Coordinated 276 Have a Field
Day Events on Fields in Trust
protected sites across the UK,
attracting almost 62,000 people to
participate in sports taster sessions,
volunteering and community
festivals.
> Celebrated the UK’s Best Park,
as voted by YOU! Award which
generated 214 nominations for
parks across the UK, representing a
75% increase on 2015. Over 10,000
votes were cast, up 20% on the
2015 total. The park achieving the
highest public vote was Rouken
Glen Park in East Renfrewshire,
Scotland with national winners
Antrim Castle Gardens for Northern
Ireland, Brighton’s Preston Park
Rockery for England and Pontypool
Park in Torfaen, Wales.

> Awarded individuals and
organisations, staff and volunteers
who made a positive difference to
their communities at the annual
Fields in Trust Awards event; 150
people attended the ceremony at
Lord’s Cricket Ground with two new
categories introduced. The awards
were supported by Groundwork,
parkrun and England Athletics.
> Developed a new protection
programme with a national funder,
to be launched during 2017, which
will encourage and support the
most inactive communities to
get out and use their local green
spaces.
> Participated in the County
Playing Fields Association national
conference to connect with others
who share the same vision for
the provision and management
of our local playing fields and
outdoor recreational spaces and
encouraging community use of
these spaces.

Fields in Trust
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During 2016 our Have a Field
Day programme saw 276 events
attended by almost 62,000 people.
These neighbourhood celebrations
demonstrate the value of parks and
green spaces to communities across
the UK.

There are many ways to get out and
enjoy your park, whether for play,
sport, having a picnic or just relaxing,
parks are a great place for neighbours
and friends to get together.
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The health and well being of our communities benefit from the
existence of parks, playgrounds and playing fields. We raise awareness
of the contribution they make to society to help secure their future.

Champion
Fields in Trust aims to be
a leading voice on issues
relating to parks, playing
fields and playgrounds.
Last year was an important year
with the publication of a new
sports strategy by the Department
for Culture, Media and Sport and
a Parliamentary Select Committee
Inquiry for the Department
for Communities and Local
Government into the future of
parks.
Our dedicated Policy Manager
along with our communications
team and events staff worked to
prepare analysis and comment on
green space issues and share our
campaign messages.

During 2016 we:
> Submitted evidence to the CLG
Parks Inquiry recommending the
revaluing of parks and open spaces
and highlighting the importance of
future-proofing these community
assets. In addition to our own
submission 21 other organisations
referenced the role of Fields in
Trust in their evidence. We secured
multiple media opportunities to
discuss the inquiry.

> Championed the role of the
UK’s green spaces when the CLG
Parliamentary Inquiry report was
published - Fields in Trust’s Chief
Executive, Helen Griffiths, was
interviewed by national broadcast
media to give expert commentary
on the recommendations.

> Created and shared policy
briefings with all newly elected
Members of Scottish Parliament
and Welsh Assembly Members.
> Highlighted the importance
of informal green spaces in our
response to the new DCMS Sports
Strategy and Sport England’s
Towards an Active Nation report.
> Celebrated the UK’s parks and
green spaces throughout the
year via comment and analysis
of legislation, government white
papers and news items in almost
40 local and regional broadcast
interviews, print media and regular
email and social media updates.

> Participated in The Patron’s
Lunch, a UK-wide celebration of HM
The Queen’s 90th birthday and her
patronage of over 600 charities and
organisations. Fields in Trust were
selected to be a featured charity
with a purpose made video.

Fields in Trust
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Fields in Trust Income and Expenditure reports for the financial
year ending December 2016.

TOTAL

INCOME
£1,290,000

Investments

£102,000 (8%)

Charitable activities

£54,000 (4%)

Other trading activities

£6,000 (1%)

Donations and legacies

£1,128,000 (87%)

Charitable Trusts
Individuals and legacies
Corporate donations
Membership subscriptions
Clubs and Associations

£949,000
£85,000
£60,000
£19,000
£11,000

Grants from public bodies

£4,000

Expenditure on raising funds
£103,000 (8%)
Expenditure on charitable activities
£1,174,000
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£421,000 (33%)

On going support

£273,000 (21%)

Participation programmes

£233,000 (18%)

Policy

£125,000 (10%)

Partnerships

£122,000 (10%)
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COSTS

£1,277,000

Direct protection
and improvement

Fields in Trust

TOTAL

As part of a Commonwealth Games legacy project, Glasgow city Council
dedicated 27 sites across the city as Queen Elizabeth Fields, protecting them
for future generations to enjoy. Glasgow Green, believed to be the oldest
“public park” in Britain is now protected with Fields in Trust.

Your Local Fields in Trust Manager:
1

1

3

2
4
3

Fields in Trust
SCOTLAND Manager

Rhodri Edwards

4

Fields in Trust
CYMRU Manager

01382 817 427

2
5

Colin Rennie

6

Jamie Leeson

Development Manager
NORTH

029 2033 4935

Angela Lewis

5

Development Manager
CENTRAL

020 7427 2124

3

Terry Housden

Development Manager
SOUTH & N. IRELAND

020 7427 2111

David Sharman

6

Development Manager
LONDON & EAST

020 7427 2122

020 7427 2123

For all email enquiries contact:
info@fieldsintrust.org
Fields in Trust
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THANK YOU
All the work detailed in this
impact report relies on the
support of our partners,
donors, friends and challenge
event participants.

Our fundraising team work with
trusts and foundations, donors,
corporate partners and members
to generate the resources which
enable us to protect parks and
playing fields forever

Our friends at Playdale and Proludic
each had runners in the London
Marathon and both organisations
supported them with cake sales and
fundraising activity. Contact us if
you’d like to run a similar event.

We would like to thank everyone
who supported Fields in Trust
during 2016 and all the Local
Authorities, Town and Parish
Councils and landowners that we
have worked with.

We are grateful to challenge event
participants who ‘went the extra
mile’ and helped us raise funds
through taking part in the London
Marathon, British 10K and Ride
London 100 mile challenge. If you’d
like to join #teamFIT and take on a
challenge event, please contact us.
info@fieldsintrust.org

Thanks to BMG for supporting
Fields in Trust through their Charity
Polo Day at Cambridgeshire County
Polo Club.
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Opposite:
Alf Rehman was sponsored to run the British
10K in his cricket gear supporting Fields in Trust.
Nichola Maddox completed the London
Marathon as part of #TeamFIT.
Jamie Goodman and Seb Kirk undertook the
Ride London cycle challenge.
Above:
Volunteers and runners from Hilly Fields
parkrun support our work and participated in
our annual awards.
Our friends at Playdale held a cake sale to raise
money for Fields in Trust.
Fields in Trust President HRH The Duke of
Cambridge took part in the BMG charity polo
match generating funds for Fields in Trust.
Left:
Diana Leth and Oliver Thwaites completed a
sponsored British 10K for Fields in Trust.
Fields in Trust
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Please play
on the grass!

www.fieldsintrust.org
fieldsintrust

FieldsInTrust
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