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CELEBRATING 90 YEARS

Welcome
2015 was a landmark year for Fields in Trust as we
commemorated 90 years since our foundation as the
National Playing Fields Association by King George V in 1925.

Contents

What is clear is that our mission is much the same now and as it was
then: to ensure that everyone - young or old, able or disabled and
wherever they live - should have access to free, local outdoor space for
sport, play and recreation. Whist we celebrate our history, crucially our
work is primarily forward looking for future generations.
As we approach the Olympics in Rio we all know that elite sporting
success is only possible if young people have access to parks and playing
fields at the grassroots to begin their journey. But sports fields, parks,
playgrounds and all outdoor spaces have an even more vital role and that
is enhancing the health and wellbeing of whole communities.
Yet, due to financial pressures, these spaces are now in a more vulnerable
position than ever, increasingly seen as assets to be realised rather than
a social benefit for local people. Our survey in the autumn showed that
the loss of recreational space is deeply felt by communities - so it is vitally
important that we continue and re-invigorate our work. Fields in Trust
protection of outdoor recreational space ensures our parks and playing
fields will be around for many generations to come.
We are immensely grateful for the generosity of all our supporters and
donors in 2015. I do hope you will continue to support us next year.

Tim Phillips CBE
Chairman
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90 Years
Est. 1925

90

Founded by KingthGeorge V in 1925, as the National
Playing Fields Association, Fields in Trust is the
Anniversary
only UK-wide
organisation working to safeguard
and improve recreational green spaces.
We protect vital open spaces across the UK from sports pitches
to children’s playgrounds and country parks. We make sure that
all kinds of outdoor spaces are safeguarded forever.

90 Years
Est. 1925

But we don’t just safeguard recreational spaces, we work to make
them the best they can be by leveraging funding. We support
and encourage people to get out in their parks and playing fields,
holding a fun event can really energise a local community.
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Campaign Poster from 197

Fields in Trust event poster

Please play
on the grass!
h Burgess Park, Southwark
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c Zetland Park, Falkirk

48

c Charterfield, Northamptonshire

The Centenary Fields project was launched
in 2014 by Fields in Trust President HRH
The Duke of Cambridge. It is a unique way
to commemorate the World War I centenary
and protect the memory of those who lost
their lives during the conflict, by safeguarding
outdoor recreational spaces in perpetuity for
the benefit of future generations.

Centenary Fields have been protected
by 2015, with many more applications
and enquiries being processed.

Follow our progress at: fieldsintrust.org

FR OM THE A R CH IV ES

c Bentra Golf Course & Jubilee Wood, Antrim

c Harefield Village Green, Centenary Field plaque unveiling

90 Years
Est. 1925

d East Dunbartonshire, plaque unveiling

90th
Anniversary

Fields in Trust is encouraging communities who felt
the impact of World War I to protect recreation grounds
as a living memorial. During the First World War, some
sports clubs saw whole teams being called to serve and
many men never came home. Centenary Fields provides
a way to remember the sacrifices of one hundred
years ago but also to protect their grounds for future
generations to enjoy.
Fields in Trust is working in partnership with The Royal
British Legion on the Centenary Fields initiative in
England and Wales - in Scotland we are partnering
with Legion Scotland and poppyscotland. The project
will continue until November 2018.

Centenary Fields is our latest protection campaign.
The first was back in 1925, in honour of our founder
King George V. As a result there are now 471
King George V Playing Fields, throughout the UK.
90 Years
Est. 1925
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Since the 1930s Fields in Trust has supported
practitioners to design and create playgrounds and
playing fields. The 'Six Acre Standard' ensured that
there was a suitable level of open space to enable
residents of all ages to participate in sports and games;
with a particular focus on access for children to play.

90 Years
Est. 1925

This has now been updated to include the modern planning regime
and new topics such as sustainability and the local environment.
Our new, ‘Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play: Beyond the Six Acre
Standard’, will act as a crucial tool in the provision, planning and
design of outdoor sport, play and informal open space.
This document is available as an online tool and is free to use for
local planning authorities, developers, planners, urban designers
and landscape architects.
The new version of the guidance was launched at the House of Lords
in an event hosted by Fields in Trust Vice President The Lord Howard of
Rising and addressed by Trustee Graeme Le Saux, Chris Heaton-Harris MP,
Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Sport and Camden
Councillor Flick Rea MBE, former Chair of the Local Government
Association's Culture, Tourism and 2012 Board.

- 1930 -

b The Lord Howard
of Rising, Fields in
Trust Vice President
a Graeme Le Saux,
Fields in Trust Trustee

Beyond the Six Acre Standard
is available as a free,
interactive online resource.

The National Playing Fields
Association first offered
guidance on the construction
and design of recreational space
through the specialist Grounds
and Layout Committee during
the 1930s.

fieldsintrust.org/guidance
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e Coed Bach, Pontarddulais, Swansea

Spotlight on Llantwit Major Town
Council in the Vale of Glamorgan

Fields in Trust has published
a 'Playing Fields Manifesto'
calling for improved protection
of our playing fields, adequate
funding and resources for
the maintenance of our
recreational open spaces and
for local authorities to conduct
the necessary assessments
to ensure there are sufficient
playing fields.

c Seaview Park, Llantwit Major

In 2015 we celebrated Llantwit Major’s
achievement in protecting all of its
publicly accessible green spaces with
Fields in Trust. The Town Council is also
marking the anniversary of World War I
by dedicating Seaview Park as a Centenary
Field to commemorate those who lost
their lives in conflict.

d Lorna Hughes Park, Llantwit Major
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We are delighted that we have been able
to safeguard forever the public recreation
areas of Llantwit Major with Fields in Trust.

90 Years
Est. 1925

90-th
- 2000

Anniversary

Owain Glyndwr was named the Prince of Wales in 1400,
the last native Welshman to hold the title. In 2000,
to mark the 600th anniversary of his crowning, a
special protection programme in Wales dedicated 27
playing fields and parks in his name, safeguarded as
90
recreational
space forever.
Years

Protecting and improving
recreational space in Wales
Fields in Trust’s UK-wide projects and protection
programmes are all delivered in Wales by Fields in Trust
Cymru; in addition we have unique Welsh projects such
as Owain Glyndwr Fields.
We have supported the Welsh Government on the development
of legislation and policy. Fields in Trust is also employed by
Sport Wales to carry out its duty as the statutory consultee on
planning applications affecting playing fields and we have this year
completed a joint guidance document.
In preparation for the 2016 National Assembly for Wales elections,
Fields in Trust Cymru developed a 'Playing Fields Manifesto'.
Our Wales Manger Rhodri Edwards has trained as a Green Flag
Award Judge. The Award is the benchmark national standard for
parks and green spaces in the UK. It encourages excellence in the
provision and management of recreational green areas and Fields
in Trust is delighted to support its work. A number of Fields in Trust
sites have achieved the Award and we will be encouraging our
other sites to do likewise.

Est. 1925
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Scotland
The Arbroath
Skatepark has been
a shared project. The
success is testament
to our community.

Celebrating 90 years at
The Scottish Parliament

Former Scotland Rugby Union Captain Rory Lawson spoke at
the Parliamentary reception about the continued importance of
grassroots sport and how access to outdoor recreational space
at a young age is vital for future elite sportsmen and women.
d Jamie Hepburn MSP

h Arbroath Skatepark
Photograph © Andy Graham
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The Fields in Trust Community
Champion Award is given to
individuals who have made
remarkable contributions to their
local outdoor spaces. Winner for
2015 Jillian Low, was present at the
Scottish Parliament event, she said:

Our Parliamentary reception sponsored by Alison Johnstone MSP
heard from guest speaker Jamie Hepburn MSP, Minister for Sport,
Health Improvement and Mental Health who said: “The work of
Fields in Trust - protecting and improving the places where people
get outdoors to play sport and relax - is vital. Congratulations on
90 years of protecting our parks, recreation grounds and sports
fields for future generations to enjoy.”

d Rory Lawson

90 Years

Jillian Low
Community Champion

We had a fantastic opportunity to celebrate our 90th
year at an event in the Scottish Parliament in December
with partners and volunteers who have shown an
outstanding commitment to our work.

d Alison Johnstone MSP

Community Champion
celebrates Skatepark

“The Arbroath Skatepark has been
a shared project. The success is
testament to our community - it
has been supported by the young
people who use the park, all those
who have contributed to the
fundraising and a very good working
relationship with our local council.
I do believe that with enough drive,
determination and staying power
anyone can make a real difference
in their local community”.

- 1965 The final Report of the King
George's Field Foundation
features the above image of KGV
Field at Kirkmabreck; one of
213 protected sites in Scotland,
89 King George V Fields,
102 Queen Elizabeth Fields,
3 Centenary Fields and
12 Fields in Trust protected sites.
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90th Anniversary
Cricket Match
In June Fields in Trust took on the Lord's Taverners in a
cricket match to celebrate our 90th anniversary. There is a
long-standing relationship between our two charities who
were introduced by Lord's Taverner’s 'Twelfth Man' and
former Fields in Trust President HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.

229

The match featured former internationals and county players as well as
several friends and supporters including our trustee Graeme Le Saux,
Non Evans MBE and featured our ambassador, Pat Nevin’s very first
outing in cricket whites. Fields in Trust faced a stiff line-up from the Lord's
Taverners. Skippered by former Zimbabwe international Gus Mackay,
they fielded Australian under 19 Captain Jake Doran, Berkshire captain
Bjorn Mordt, former Essex County cricketer Paul Pritchard, former
Northants CC Nigel Felton and Casualty actor Charlie Dale.

for 8. The score
that lead Fields in
Trust to victory!

The event was umpired ably by Chariots of Fire and Game of Thrones
actor Struan Rodger and former England cricketer John Price.
Campey Turf Care Systems sponsored the Man of the Match award
and Fields in Trust playing shirts were supplied by Masuri. Thank You.
d Fields in Trust ambassadors Non Evans MBE,
Graeme Le Saux and Pat Nevin

f Sonning Cricket Club. C.1965

Est. 1925
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Anniversary

d Cricket at King George's Field Sonning

The Duke of Edinburgh was President
of Fields in Trust for 64 years until
his grandson The Duke of Cambridge
90
stepped into the role
in 2013.
Years

Est. 1925

The Duke of Edinburgh was also
Patron and 'Twelfth Man' of
The Lord's Taverners.

Thank You to the Halcyon Gallery who
organised a Fundraising Royal Polo Day.
Fields in Trust President HRH The Duke
of Cambridge participated in the event.

90th

FR OM THE AR CHIVES

Sonning Cricket Club, in Berkshire provided
a beautiful setting for our Cricket Match,
it is a site protected by Fields in Trust as the
first registered King George's Field making
it the ideal venue to celebrate 90 years of
safeguarding playing fields and parks.
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90 Years

c The teams from
Fields in Trust and
the Lord's Taverners

- 1949 -

Held at Manor Farm, Cowdray Park,
world class polo players, led by The
Duke, played a closely contested game
under clear skies.
Fields in Trust relies on partners and
supporters to continue our work
protecting outdoor spaces. Our
Polo event enabled us to reach new
audiences and share the message of
protecting playing fields, parks and
recreation grounds in perpetuity.
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Survey
In today’s climate parks, playing fields
and playgrounds are not only vulnerable
to the threats posed by commercial and
residential developments but also to the
increasing cuts to public funding that
reduce the ability of local authorities to
maintain and improve them.
The publication of our survey results in
November revealed that nearly one in
five people (16 per cent) say that their
local park or green space is currently or
has previously been under threat of being
lost or built on, 48% of people say using
their local park makes them feel healthier
and just as many think they would be less
active if their local green space was lost.
This clearly shows that spaces to play sport,
walk, run, ride a bike or simply relax are a
vital component of a healthy community.
The need to safeguard these places
remains hugely important and a task
that brings benefits both now and for
generations to come. Two thirds (69%)
state that the loss of parks would be
detrimental to children’s development.

16
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#1

Nearly all
(95%)

agree that parks and playy
areas should be protected
from development

#2

Two thirds (69%)

think that the loss of parks would be
detrimental to children’s development

(16%) say that their local park or green space is currently
or has previously been under threat of being lost or built on,

48%

82%
of people say using their
local park helps them
feel healthier

THE MAIN REASONS FOR PEOPLE
VISITING THEIR LOCAL PARK WERE:
GOING
FOR
WALKS

WALKING
THE DOG

24%

62%

SAVE OUR
PARK

Fields in Trust currently safeguards

over

sites

RELAXING

#LoveYourLocalPark

31%

Source: Censuswide, 2,079 UK adults, 13 October 2015 to 20 October 2015.
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Policy, Comment
and Analysis

90th
Anniversary

FR OM THE AR CHIVES

Throughout the year Fields in Trust continued to
campaign for the protection, valuing and promotion
of our outdoor recreational spaces.

90 Years
Est. 1925

A campaign around the general election urged voters to challenge
candidates on their support for protection of parks and playing
fields. We supported Tom Pursglove MP in his motion to introduce
consultation on the sale of public land.
Fields in Trust contributed to the Government review of sports
and recreation policy 'Sporting Future', identifying key themes
around access, infrastructure and the important role of play in
helping to improve children’s physical literacy. Whilst welcoming
the strategy we also called on the Department for Culture, Media
and Sport Minister to take a stronger line on protecting the sites
where sport and recreation take place.

- 1950 Grounds for Action was a
document which set out
the post-war plans of the
organisation to work with sports
governing bodies, promote the
'Six Acre Standard' and ensure
adequate school playing fields
were maintained.
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We developed a Manifesto in advance of Welsh Assembly
elections and joint guidance on the protection of playing fields
was published with Sport Wales.

Urban parks are vital in providing
opportunities for people to get
active in the fresh air, and it is
important that we protect them for
the benefit of local communities.

We also welcomed Scottish Minister for Sport, Health
Improvement and Mental Health, Jamie Hepburn MSP, to our
Holyrood Parliamentary reception.

Sports Minister Tracey Crouch, the
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
for Culture, Media and Sport, speaking
in Parliament about the Fields in Trust
'UK's Best Park Award'.
g Scone Park, Perth and Kinross

Keep in touch with Fields in Trust news and comment
via our website, sign up for regular email updates.
fieldsintrust.org/news

Fields in Trust
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Media Coverage

Carnegie Field Finders

Protecting the future of parks and playgrounds is
vital to ensuring healthy communities. Our research
published in the autumn confirmed how much people
care about their local parks and playing fields.
Fields in Trust spokespeople appeared on national TV and over 30
regional radio broadcasts during 2015. In addition national and
regional press and news websites have covered both our policy
and project work during the year.
Keep track of the latest news at www.fieldsintrust.org/news
and by following Fields in Trust on social media:
fieldsintrust

FieldsInTrust

fields-in-trust

FieldsinTrust1

Listen to Fields in Trust
speaking about a variety
of park protection issues:
soundcloud.com/fieldsintrust

90 Years

c Fields in Trust Chief Executive Helen Griffiths,
Speaking on BBC Breakfast TV

If you are looking for a spokesperson, for
national, sector or specialist media, or for
a reaction to a story in the news please
get in touch to arrange an interview.
fieldsintrust.org/media

Est. 1925

As a result of a nationwide campaign
21 'lost' playing fields and recreation
grounds funded by Carnegie in the 1920s
and 1930s have been identified. Work is
underway to secure these and others as
public open space for future generations.
The Field Finders campaign - run by Fields in Trust
and the Carnegie Foundation identified 21 playing
fields, originally funded as public green spaces by
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie’s Charitable Trust
90 years ago. The sites were ‘lost’ because their
exact locations were never centrally recorded,
although the original Carnegie agreement protects
the public recreation grounds from development.

90 Years
Est. 1925

c Well used playground equipment

Fields in Trust are delighted
that landowners have so far
chosen to dedicate six of these
sites across the UK as 'Fields in
Trust Carnegie Fields', acknowledging the historic link.
In conjunction with our partners Carnegie UK Trust
two sites have each been awarded an improvement
grant of £5,000 - Westfield Recreation Ground in
Harpenden, Hertfordshire and Jubilee Recreation
Ground in Adlington, Lancashire.
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Fields in Trust

UK’s BEST PARK

AWARDS
2015

AS VOTED BY YOU

122

Fields in Trust’s annual awards ceremony in
December celebrated the great work being done
in playing fields, parks and playgrounds across the
UK, bringing people together and creating a safe
outdoor environment that everyone should be
entitled to enjoy.

parks nominated in our
nationwide search for
UK's Best Park

10,000

'UK’s Best Park as voted by You!' This year, for the first time, the
Fields in Trust Awards featured a special category entirely voted
for by the public. Telford Town Park, Shropshire topped the poll
of 122 nominated parks, playing fields and recreation grounds
across the UK. The other two shortlisted parks were Duthie Park
in Aberdeen and Gheluvelt Park in Worcester, runners up in a
close fought contest that saw around 10,000 votes cast in total.

votes cast

UK’s Best Park as voted by You!
Telford Town Park, Shropshire

h Telford Town Park, Shropshire
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Most Improved Site

Little Aston Recreation Ground
West Midlands

Fields in Trust Awards were presented in several categories.
Selecting the best was a tough job for our judging panel
including representatives from Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer, Green Flag Awards, Join In, Sport England,
Sport Wales and sportscotland.

Best Play Initiative

King George V Field
Amersham

Awards were made to two individuals who have made remarkable
contributions to their local outdoor spaces:

c All the Nominees and Winners at the Fields in Trust Awards 2015

Getting Active on a
Fields in Trust Site

Coed Bach Park, Swansea

Young Community Champion
George Friend
of Aubrey Meads, Bristol

Community Champion

Jillian Low
of Arbroath Skatepark

Fields in Trust Community Champion, Jillian Low of Arbroath Skatepark
Project, decided to take action as her teenage son had nowhere safe to
practice. Her successful campaign supported by skaters, the council and
the local community resulted in the creation of a new skatepark offering
a safe space for all.

Best 'Have a Field Day'

Creech St Michael, Taunton

Best 'Have a Field Day'

In conjunction with Festival of Rugby 2015
Caldecott Park, Rugby

24
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Fields In Trust Young Champion, George Friend, of Aubrey Meads, Bristol
has been campaigning for his local park for over five years. In 2011,
aged 13, he wrote to the village magazine to express his concerns about
the state of the space and after much hard work a new play area was
opened. George subsequently received a congratulatory message from
HRH the Duke of Cambridge.
If all parts of the country had champions
such as Jillian and George our outdoor
spaces would be better protected
and always there to be enjoyed by
everyone in the towns and villages
that they serve.

We are grateful
to BBC sports and
news broadcaster
Ore Oduba who
hosted our Awards
at Lord's Cricket
Ground, London.
c Tour of Lord's Cricket Ground

90 Years
Est. 1925

90 Years
Est. 1925

View all the Nominees and
Winners online at:
fieldsintrust.org/awards

Partner of the Year

(Town & Parish Council)
Harling Parish Council, Norwich*

c Ore Oduba

Special
90thAward

Partner of the Year

(Local Authority)
Brighton & Hove City Council

ersary in Trust’s 90th
To mark
AnnivFields
year, a special award was made
in celebration of the King George
V Fields, established in memory
of our Founder.

Two sites were each awarded
£45,000, from a dedicated KGV
fund to provide improvements:
Nailsworth Town Council
and Copthorne CSA.

*Presented by Dave Moorcroft OBE and accepted, on behalf of Harling Parish Council, by Lord Howard of Rising.

Partner of the Year

(Friends Group) Friends of Hervey
Road Sports Field, Greenwich

Fields in Trust
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90th
Anniversary

FR OM THE AR CHIVES

361
events
registered
in 2015

Have a Field Day

90 Years
Est. 1925

'Have a Field Day', the Fields in Trust
community engagement programme has,
since 2012 celebrated all the different ways
people use their recreational space.

70,000

people participated
ay

#f

- 1934 In the 1930s Fields In Trust
(then called NPFA)organised an
annual, fundraising 'Playing Fields Day'
each April to generate support for
our continued work of protecting and
improving recreational space.

d
ield

90% of Organisers

Bringing neighbours together, and encouraging as many
people as possible to enjoy their local green spaces can
have a positive effect on a community.
Whether it’s a village fête, local sports day, nature trail,
community picnic or something completely different,
it’s up to you. Fields in Trust provide helpful information
about running local events and a free pack of support
materials. Participants are also invited to make a
submission for the 'Have a Field Day' category at the
Fields in Trust Awards.

report their Field Day had a positive
impact on the wider community
Register your 2016
event, and receive
a free event pack
fieldsintrust.org/fieldday
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We invite sports clubs, local authorities, friends groups and individuals
who care about their local parks and playing fields to become a Friend
of Fields in Trust and join a community of people who are safeguarding
and celebrating outdoor recreational space.
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FIT parkrun Saturday 7th November, 9am

E TODAY
DONAT
Come and

Dunorlan Park, Pembury

Rd, Tunbridge Wells

join us for a 5k parkrun in
Dunorlan Park, followed
memorial garden being
by a dedication ceremony
protected by FIT. Tunbridge
to mark the park’s
Wells Borough Council has
Victoria Cross Grove memorial
applied to protect the
garden as a Centenary Field
lives in World War I. Our
to commemorate the local
Centenary Fields badges
men who lost their
will be given to all runners
who take part.
Parkrun organise weekly
5km runs all over the world.
They are open to everyone
it’s free to take part – simply
and
find a parkrun near you
and register to get involved.
www.parkrun.org.uk/register

Members, whether individuals, local
authorities or community groups, receive:
Special newsletters
Member discounts
Regular ezines
News about grants and
funding opportunities.

For a full list of member benefits
and to join online please visit:

fieldsintrust.org/friends

Fields in Trust

with Sir Clive

193

Fields in Trust is the only independent
UK charity dedicated to protecting and
improving outdoor space.

I’m delighted to be here today
to mark the first sports club
seeking to protect their grounds
as Centenary Fields. Grassroots
sports grounds are so important
to nurturing the sports stars of
tomorrow and giving people
somewhere to enjoy sport. This
Fields in Trust initiative is a unique
and fitting way for sports clubs
with a connection to World War I
to protect their grounds for future
generations to enjoy.
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90th anniversary

celebrity cricket match

An extract from our Q & A
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Sir Clive Woodward OBE
Fields in Trust Ambassador.
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landowners? generations to enjoy sport.”
Woodward OBE
Who are the
We also celebrated the
launch of Centenary Fields gives sports clubs
our Centenary Fields for
Sports the opportunity to commemorate
Clubs programme, which
focuses the players they lost
Q: As coach, how do you
find a balance for your players
Town/Parishthat their playing by ensuring
on all sports clubs that
in being reckless
fields remain on the pitch but also sensible?
were ls
affected by World War I. Counci playing fields for
Countless
generations to Clive Woodward
sports clubs saw war stop
(CW): So much can go on
in the first two or three minutes
play as come. We encourage sports clubs so it’s important
many players and, in some
to maintain a sense of calm
who
felt
the
impact
of the War to room. You
cases,
and order in the changing
don’t need to motivate your
entire teams went off to
protect their grounds as
players, they’re already motivated.
fight.
a living Q:
ities
Do you have a message
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Local Author memorial. ■
relation to provision of facilities? about participation levels in sport, in
“Grassroots sports grounds
CW: With a combination
are soClubs
of genuine role models,
important in nurturing the
space to play and
sports stars
Sports
of tomorrow and giving
brilliant achievements,
people somewhere to enjoy
participation levels can
go through the roof.
sport. This FIT
initiative is a unique and fitting
This happened back in 2003
way for sports clubs with
after the World Cup: rugby
a connection
to World War I to protect
numbers just
soared. On top of enthusiasm,
their grounds for future generations
you have to ensure you have
to enjoy”
everyone to actually play
a space for
Sir Clive Woodward OBE,
sport. You need to invest
Fields in Trust Ambassador.
both at grass roots
level and at the top to create
role models, which in turn
leads to further
investment from sponsorship
and funding. ■
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£1,816,748
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Charitable Trust
£1,000,000
Funds
County-based
£247,186
Inclusion Funds
£138,181

of Fields in Trust

Day

boxes
New goodie

beth II Fields Chal

The Queen Eliza
N

At the Fields in Trust Annual General Meeting at
Twickenham Rugby Stadium in June our ambassador and
rugby union legend Sir Clive Woodward OBE launched an
appeal inviting sports clubs to permanently protect their
grounds as Centenary Fields.

Increase in
membership
during 2015

Become a Friend
of Fields in Trust
from just £2 pcm.

E

Membership AGM at Twickenham

Join us and ensure that there will
always be parks, sports pitches and
playgrounds to enjoy.
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Working in Partnership

During our 90 years history we have
depended on support and partnerships to
deliver and expand our work - protecting
playing fields and recreation grounds.
We continued to promote the protection of recreational
land through our partnerships with Green Flag Award,
Keep Wales Tidy and Keep Scotland Beautiful.
Working in partnership with the Play Councils we
advocated for play in policy submissions to government
whilst providing many direct opportunities for play at
our Have a Field Day events.
Enduring partnerships with Sport England, sportscotland
and Sport Wales alongside the relevant national
governing bodies of sport in England, Scotland and
Wales amplified our joint work to protect more sports
fields and courts and to encourage active communities.
c parkrun Dunorlan Park, Royal Tunbridge Wells

90 Years
Est. 1925

90th
Anniversary

FR OM THE AR CHIVES

The Butlin’s Holiday Campers Fund
ran from 1951 until the mid
1960s during which time more
90
than £100,000 was
donated by
holidaymakers at Butlin’s UK
resorts. An annual Holiday Reunion
event was organised at London’s
Royal Albert Hall at which Mr Billy
Butlin handed over a cheque which
supported site improvements.

New partnership
with parkrun UK

Years

Est. 1925
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Fields in Trust is working in partnership with The Royal
British Legion on the Centenary Fields initiative in
England and Wales - in Scotland we are partnering with
Legion Scotland and poppyscotland.

- 1951 -

In November, Fields in Trust celebrated a new
partnership as we teamed up with parkrun to co-host
a FIT parkrun at Dunorlan Park, Royal Tunbridge Wells;
parkrun’s mission, to encourage participation in sport,
depends on there being free, accessible outdoor space
available to use. Many parkrun events take place on
sites protected with Fields in Trust.

Fields in Trust
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Thank You

Finance
TOTAL

INCOME

Charitable activities

£158,785 (23%)

Investments

£99,730 (15%)

Other trading activities

£55,818 (8%)

Donations and legacies

£372,833 (54%)

Charitable Trusts
Corporate donations
Individuals and legacies
Membership subscriptions
Grants from public bodies
Clubs and Associations

£227,242
£95,828
£24,233
£19,454
£3,200
£2,876

£687,166

Fields in Trust Income
and Expenditure reports
for the financial year
ending December 2015

Expenditure on raising funds
£26,534 (2%)

We would like to thank everyone who
supported Fields in Trust in 2015 and all the
Local Authorities, Town and Parish Councils
and landowners that we have worked with.
c Playdale's 'Have a Field Day' event

Thanks to Halcyon Gallery who ran a fund raising Royal Polo
Day (see page 15). The Caravan Club is also supporting our
work with the proceeds from Tourer Explorer pocket money
toys sold on their sites.
Our friends at Playdale organised a staff and family
‘Have a Field Day’ packed with activities for both children
and parents. Contact us if you’d like to run a similar event.
Our marathon runners who 'went the extra mile' and helped
us raise funds were Mike Allen, Sam Hancock, Deborah
Hitching, Rich Flynn and David Phillips. If you’d like to join
#teamFIT and take on a challenge event, please contact us.

h Marathon Runners: Sam Hancock,
David Phillips Deborah Hitching
and Rich Flynn

TOTAL

COSTS

Expenditure on charitable activities
Direct protection
& improvement
Ongoing support
Participation programmes
Policy
Partnerships
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£355,791
£263,707
£227,952
£218,255
£138,661

Thank you to these grant-making Trusts:

£1,230,900
(29%)
(21%)
(19%)
(18%)
(11%)

Some of the Income and
Cost headings used in
these charts are different
from those used in the
finance charts within the
2014 Impact report in
line with the adoption
of the latest Financial
Reporting Standard.

The Christopher Laing Foundation

The Band Trust

Lord’s Taverners

Carnegie UK Trust

P F Charitable Trust

John Ryder Memorial Trust

The Peter Sowerby Foundation

The Hintze Family Charitable Trust

The Wolfson Foundation

The Peacock Charitable Trust

The Reta Lila Howard Foundation

Lord Leverhulme's Charitable Trust

Wimbledon Foundation

Robert O Curle Charitable Trust

Miss Hazel M Wood's Charitable Trust

The Simon Gibson Charitable Trust

The John Coates Charitable Trust
The Rothschild Foundation
Northwood Charitable Trust
Sandra Charitable Trust
The Vandervell Foundation
The Constance Travis Charitable Trust
We are also grateful to the many
other Trusts and Foundations that
enable us to continue our work.
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As Fields in Trust marks its 90th anniversary we celebrate our rich history of
protecting playing fields, parks and playgrounds for future generations to enjoy.
We continue the founding ambition - ensuring that everyone has free and local
access to well-maintained outdoor recreational space, but the charity is evolving
to respond to our changing financial and organisational context.
Looking forward, our core work of protecting outdoor space is now more important
than ever. Parks and playgrounds provide vital community places for sport and play,
they contribute to improving people's lives, tackling social inclusion and securing
physical and mental health. As a non-statutory resource we recognise local authorities
struggle to retain and maintain their green spaces in times of economic challenge. It has
been reported that 45% of local councils are considering disposing of their green spaces;
proposed changes in the management of education also raises a question about the
future of school playing fields.

d Party in the Park, Creech St Michael, Somerset

90th

90 Years
Est. 1925

Anniversary

FR OM THE AR CHIVES

The Parks for Tomorrow Report from the London
County Council examined the state of the capital’s green
spaces to ensure they were protected
during a time of
90
rapid building development. Fields in Trust (as NPFA)
was a participant in the research.
Years

Est. 1925

- 1964 -

We believe that publicly owned spaces should be free and accessible to all members of the
community, forever. Our work in the forthcoming year will identify sites at risk, campaign
for their protection and demonstrate the case for a public recognition of their value.
Alongside our campaigning activity we will continue to celebrate our much-loved and
protected sites. Future generations of young people need places to play, to exercise and
to learn about the natural world. We will ensure that there is always an opportunity
for children, families and the wider community to participate in outdoor recreation.
Our annual awards and UK's Best Park public vote will highlight the recreational places
people love.
Our future work - celebrating our parks and playing fields and campaigning for their
protection - relies on the generosity of our partners, supporters and donors for which
we are very thankful. The economic climate means we have to ensure that every
pound in income works hard. In the forthcoming year we will be introducing new ways
to ensure Fields in Trust is well resourced to continue the work begun 90 years ago of
protecting parks, playing fields and outdoor recreation spaces.

Helen Griffiths, Chief Executive
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Whilst the focus was
on London the message is clear, both
then and now, for all urban areas - or any location
experiencing growth and new building. Planning for the
future must include investing in the open spaces, parks
and playing fields which form a vital role in creating
communities where people thrive. Just as earlier
generations established recreational spaces for us to enjoy
today - we must ensure that these spaces are protected
and maintained for future generations to celebrate.
This document, like much of the archive material
reproduced throughout our Impact Report, has a clear
vision and bold ambition; it is crucial to act now and
ensure recreational spaces are protected and improved
for the future.
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Your Local Fields in Trust Manager:
1

1

3

2
4

Fields in Trust
SCOTLAND Manager

4

01382 817 427

2
5

Colin Rennie

6

3

Jamie Leeson

Development Manager
NORTH

For all email enquiries contact:
info@fieldsintrust.org

Terry Housden

Development Manager
SOUTH & N. IRELAND

020 7427 2122

Patron: HM The Queen
President: HRH The Duke of Cambridge
Chairman: Tim Phillips CBE
Chief Executive: Helen Griffiths
Fields in Trust, Unit 2D Woodstock Studios
36 Woodstock Grove, London, W12 8LE
Reg Charity No. 306070 | Reg Company No. RC000370
National Playing Fields Association operating as Fields in Trust

Fields in Trust
CYMRU Manager

029 2033 4935

5

020 7427 2124

3

Rhodri Edwards

Angela Lewis

Development Manager
CENTRAL

020 7427 2111

6

David Sharman

Development Manager
LONDON & EAST

020 7427 2123

www.fieldsintrust.org

